
Inspection of Funtastic@Alder Grove
Alder Grove Primary School, Shinfield, Reading, Berkshire RG2 9RA

Inspection date: 13 September 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happy and excited to be at the club. They talk and giggle with each 
other as they wait for the session's plans to be shared by staff. Children behave 
well. They show respect and listen carefully to instructions. Children show care and
consideration when playing together. They choose their own play and concentrate 
well to complete their tasks. For example, children carefully draw and colour in 
pictures of characters they are familiar with. Children follow the set routines well 
and keep the place tidy. They choose to return back to any unfinished tasks after 
spending time outside. Children are praised for their efforts and cheer when they 
are successful. They show a positive sense of belonging and high levels of self-
esteem.

Children follow the staff's lead and show compassion and kindness towards each 
other. Older children introduce younger children to the inspector and explain how 
they may need help in some areas, such as when using scissors. All children feel at
ease to approach adults for support when they come across any difficulty. Staff 
build strong bonds with children and are sensitive and responsive to their needs. 
This helps children feel safe and valued. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly qualified and experienced leadership team possess a clear vision. 
They recognise that all children need enriched experiences to help them achieve 
their best. They listen to children's suggestions and readily take these on board. 
For instance, children eagerly highlight some resources they would like for 
physical activity. Leaders and staff carefully consider children's input and order 
the suggested resources. Staff take great pleasure in supporting children to 
develop a sense of ownership.

n Children share their ideas and suggestions about group activities with staff, for 
example a quiz or a talent show. During the talent show activity, children are 
able to express their unique character through singing, dancing and telling jokes.
Children talk enthusiastically about these shows, saying that they sometimes pull
funny faces to make the audience laugh.

n Staff provide children with daily opportunities to enjoy fresh air and develop 
their physical skills further. For example, children use the outdoor school 
grounds for ball games. They thoroughly enjoy staff joining in with their play. 
They create imaginative games with interesting plots, such as pretending to be 
dragons tossing balls at each other.

n Staff and the host school work well together. There is a positive partnership 
between staff at the club and teachers at the school. Teachers communicate 
closely with staff about children's welfare and their day at school. This helps to 

Inspection report: Funtastic@Alder Grove
13 September 2022 2



inform and prepare staff about how to support each child effectively. Some club 
staff also work in the school, which supports children's continuity of care at the 
club. As a result, children's individual needs are successfully met.

n Leaders work closely with their staff and monitor the quality of care and play 
opportunities provided for children. They give staff helpful feedback to support 
their future performance. Staff are also keen to continue to enhance their 
practice, such as undertaking training to further support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff say that they feel well supported by 
the leaders.

n The number of children who attend the club has increased rapidly. The room 
where all children play can sometimes get noisy. It proves difficult for children 
who, for example, want to share books in small groups. Leaders and staff have 
already highlighted this and are currently re-evaluating the organisation of the 
provision, to allow children to have the choice to play or relax in different areas 
of the school that the provision has access to.

n Staff's relationships with parents are a strength. Parents say that their children 
love coming to the club and talk about their experiences with excitement. They 
report that they are well informed about the organisation of the club and 
appreciate the close liaison with school. Parents comment that their children 'get
into the right mindset in breakfast club and wind down after school'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete appropriate safeguarding training regularly and have a sound 
knowledge of potential signs and symptoms of abuse. This includes possible risks 
related to exposure to extremist views and behaviours. Staff are aware of the local 
procedures to follow, should they need to report a concern about a child or an 
allegation against an adult. Leaders follow robust safer recruitment procedures. 
They also regularly check the ongoing suitability of staff to work with children. Staff
maintain a safe and secure environment for children, such as when the outside 
stairs are wet, children use the indoor stairs to go outdoors, holding the handrail. 
Staff support children to identify potential hazards, indoors and outdoors.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2594427

Local authority Wokingham

Inspection number 10249201

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 7

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Funtastic Kids Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900116

Telephone number 07931820351

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Funtastic@Alder Grove registered in 2020. It operates from Alder Grove Primary 
School in Shinfield, Reading. The club employs five members of childcare staff, of 
whom one holds a relevant qualification at level 3. The club opens Monday to 
Friday, term time only from 7.30am to 8.45am and 3.15pm to 6pm. They also 
provide a holiday club in the school holidays, which is open 8am to 6pm, from 
Monday to Friday. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Leaders showed the inspector around the setting and described how the 
environment is organised.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children about the provision offered and took 
their views into account. 

n The inspector looked at written feedback from parents about the care their 
children receive at the provision.

n The inspector observed the activities indoors and outdoors. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff to work with children. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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